
Sweeny ISD Safe Return 21-22  |  September 7, 2021 

 
 

2021-2022 Safe Return to In-Person Instruction & 

Continuity of Services Plan 
 

The health and safety of Sweeny ISD staff and students remains the District’s primary concern 

as we enter the 2021-2022 school year.  Sweeny ISD will not offer virtual learning this school 

year. Sweeny ISD’s Back to School Safety Protocol will be continually evaluated to adapt to new 

information in our local area as well as modifications to the protocols of the Texas Education 

Agency (TEA), University Interscholastic League (UIL), Texas Department of State Health 

Services, Brazoria County Department of Health, and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC). 

 

Student Health Protocols 
 Masks are optional and highly recommended.  Social distancing is a continued 

requirement for students and staff.  The District will supply a limited number of masks to 

each campus.  

 Students may bring water bottles to school. Hands-free bottle fillers will be available at 

each campus for student convenience. 

 Students with COVID-19 symptoms are required to stay home until symptom-free for 24 

hours with a doctor’s note OR the student has a negative COVID-19 test result. COVID-19 

tests will be available upon parent request. 

 Students are required to stay home if a household member has COVID-19 until cleared by 

the school nurse.  The absences will be excused based on the nurse's recommendation.  

 As is customary, the school nurse will provide a clinical assessment to determine if 

students should be sent home for any health reason.  Chronic health conditions must be 

documented by a physician and on file with the campus nurse.  

 Students who are ill will be separated from others, must wear a mask, and should be 

picked up within 30 minutes from the time the school contacts the parent/guardian.  

 Test-confirmed positive cases will be required to quarantine. Absences for test-confirmed 

positive quarantines will be excused.  The readmission criteria is as follows: 
o If symptomatic, quarantine until at least 10 days have passed since symptom onset, and fever free, 

and other symptoms have improved. Students who test positive for COVID-19 but do not have any 

symptoms must quarantine until at least 10 days after the day they were tested. 

o Fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever suppressing medications. Fever is a temperature 

of 100° Fahrenheit (37.8° Celsius) or higher. 

 Campus communication will be provided to the parents of students who come in contact 

with a SISD student or staff member who has a confirmed positive COVID-19 test.   
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 In most cases, quarantine will not be required for anyone in close contact with a test-

confirmed positive individual who lives outside of their household. Self-monitoring for 

symptoms and a COVID-19 test within 3-5 days of exposure is recommended.  

 

Student Attendance  
 Compulsory attendance guidelines will be followed in accordance with Sweeny ISD Board 

Policy FEA (LOCAL). The following absences will be excused with appropriate 

documentation:  
o Higher Education visits (up to 2 their Junior Year and up to 2 their Senior Year) 

o Armed Services Enlistment (up to 4 days) 

o Early Voting or Election Clerk (up to 2 days) 

o Religious Holy Days 

o Court Appearances 

o Citizenship Proceedings 

o Children in Conservatorship of DFPS 

o Health-Care Appointments 

o Military Dependents 

o Taps at Military Funeral 

 Other not listed in Sweeny ISD Board Policy FEA (LOCAL), but will be approved with 

appropriate documentation include:  
o Funeral/Visitation  

 Students with COVID-19 symptoms are required to stay home until symptom-free for 24 

hours with a doctor’s note OR the student has a negative COVID-19 test result. These 

absences will be excused with doctor’s note or negative test results.   

 If a student will be absent due to travel, the student’s parent must notify the campus 

Principal in writing two days prior to travel.  Absences may not be excused; however, with 

advance notice students will not be required to test for COVID-19 upon return to school.  

If a student does not meet the above criteria, the student will be required to provide a 

doctor’s note OR negative test before coming back to school.  

 Students who leave school early for doctor’s appointments or other reasons do not 

require a test to return to school. 

 Students who are tardy to school will not be required to test for COVID-19 unless the 

student is showing symptoms upon arrival. 

 

Staff Health Protocols  
 Masks are optional and highly recommended.  Social distancing is a continued 

requirement for students and staff.  The District will supply a limited number of masks to 

each campus.  

 Staff may bring water bottles to school. Hands-free bottle fillers will be available at each 

campus for staff convenience. 

 All SISD staff shall know, understand, and practice methods to protect themselves and 

others from COVID-19 while at work. 

 Staff members displaying COVID-19 symptoms will follow district protocols, including 

quarantining from students and other staff. 

 Staff may return to school symptom free for 24 hours with a doctor’s note or a negative 

COVID-19 test.  Tests available upon request.  
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 Chronic health conditions must be documented by a physician and on file with campus 

principal.  

 Test-confirmed positive COVID-19 staff must quarantine. The Families First Coronavirus 

Response Act (FFCRA) expired so staff will use sick/personal leave for COVID-related 

absences. Except in extenuating circumstances that are approved by the Superintendent, 

staff will not be permitted to work virtually while quarantined.  The readmission criteria 

is as follows:  
o If symptomatic, quarantine until at least 10 days have passed since symptom onset, and fever 

free*, and other symptoms have improved. Staff who test positive for COVID-19 but do not have 

any symptoms must stay home until at least 10 days after the day they were tested. 

o Fever free for 24 hours without the use of fever suppressing medications. Fever is a temperature 

of 100° Fahrenheit (37.8° Celsius) or higher. 

 Campus communication will be provided to staff who come in contact with a SISD student 

or staff member who has a confirmed positive COVID-19 test.   

 In most cases, quarantine will not be required for anyone in close contact with a test-

confirmed positive individual who lives outside of their household. In alignment with TEA 

public health guidelines, COVID-19 testing must be performed periodically for 10 days 

post exposure for staff who meet the close contact threshold with a COVID-19 positive 

individual. In Sweeny ISD, periodically will be defined as Day 5 and Day 10 after staff 

exposure with COVID-19 positive individual.  

 

Cleaning and Disinfecting 

 Hand sanitizer will be provided at the bus entry and bus riders will have assigned seats. 

 Disinfecting will occur nightly in every classroom/bus, commons areas and high-touch 

surfaces.  

 Specialized equipment will be sanitized between each use.  

 The District has installed Novaerus Nanostrike Technology air purification systems in each 

classroom and has increased the circulation of outdoor air where possible. 

 GermBlast disinfection services will be used periodically.  

 Age-appropriate signage will be posted throughout campuses regarding protocols and 

prevention. 

 

Visitors and Deliveries  

● COVID-19 case counts across the Sweeny ISD community will be monitored to determine 

the feasibility of visitors during the instructional day.  As of September 7th, we are unable 

to welcome visitors in schools.   

● At this time, visitors may not visit for lunch nor will meal deliveries be permitted. 

 

School Meal Service 

● Breakfast for elementary students will be served in the hallways for consumption in the 

students’ classroom.  All other meals will be served and consumed in the cafeteria. 

● Cash or checks will be accepted at all campuses, however no change will be provided. Any 

remaining balance will be deposited into the student’s lunch account 
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